Take some time now to answer the following questions. Please note that the IRIS Center does not collect your Assessment responses. If this is a course assignment, turn it in using your professor’s preferred method. If you have trouble answering any of the questions, go back and review the Perspectives & Resources pages in this module.
1. What is an IEP? What purpose does it serve?
IEP stands for Individualized Education Plan. It is a legal document that is used for students who need extra attention in a certain area. A student must qualify under IDEA to receive specialized instruction. It is designed to pinpoint a student's unique educational needs. It will outline the SE services and any accommodations available to that student. 

2. Explain the difference between procedural requirements and substantive requirements for developing IEPs. How did the Endrew case clarify the substantive standard for IEPs?
	A difference between procedural and substantive requirements is that they are 	both used to create an IEP; however, they are not the same. Procedural requires 	the rules that the schools must follow, like including parents in meetings, 	completing evaluations, and making sure the IEP is written correctly. Substantive 	requirements focus on whether the IEP will help and actually benefit the student 	and help them learn and make progress. In the Endrew F. v. Douglas County 	School District case, the Supreme Court decided that schools must do more than 	provide a small amount of progress. The IEP should be built around the student's 	needs and include goals that help the student keep improving and reaching their 	full potential. (Justia U.S. Supreme Court Center)

3. Bella is a seventh grader with a learning disability. Her IEP includes the following PLAAFP statement for reading:
Bella reads at the 4th-grade level at approximately 100 wpm (orally). Her oral reading rate includes many incorrect words. When asked comprehension questions about fictional text, she is able to identify broad concepts such as main characters and events. However, she has difficulty identifying main ideas and supporting details in content area texts (e.g., science, social studies). She struggles with abstract concepts, inferences, deductions, and connecting what she has read to real-world examples.

a. This is not an example of a high-quality PLAAFP statement. Identify the elements that are missing or incomplete. For those that are incomplete, discuss information that should be included.
Bella’s PLAAP statement includes some information regarding her reading needs. But it is incomplete. It does not clearly state how her specific learning disability will affect her success in her classes, and it seems to lack specific data regarding her comprehension skills. The explanation would be more impactful if it included these missing pieces about the strength of her reading. A higher quality statement would give a clear picture of both her strengths and her challenges, and it should provide enough information for appropriate goals. 
b. Based on the PLAAFP statement, Bella’s IEP team developed the following annual goal: When given a textbook passage at the 4.2 grade level, Bella will read the passage aloud at a rate of 100 wpm by the end of the school year.
· Does this annual goal contain all of the required elements? If not, identify any missing element(s).
No, this goal includes the condition, behavior and criterion but does not measure accuracy. 
· Does this annual goal meet the SMART criteria? Explain your answer.
I do not feel it meets the criteria completely. The goal was specific and measurable but it did not show much growth. 
· Is this annual goal sufficient to meet all of Bella’s needs in reading? Justify your answer.
I don’t feel it was sufficient enough as Bella struggles most with reading comprehension and finding the main idea. Additional goals are needed that will allow her to focus on understanding and analyzing what she reads. 
c. Bella’s IEP team is ready to develop the statement of the individualized services and supports for her IEP. List and briefly describe the six elements that should be included in this statement.
1. Service information – details about where, when, how often, and how long the services will be provided.
2. Aids and supports – accommodations or tools that help Bella be successful in class.
3. Special education services – the instruction Bella should receive to help her meet her IEP goals.
4. Related services – speech therapy, counseling and/or occupational therapy services. 
5. Aids and support – extra services that support her learning.
6. Time with peers – info about how much time Bella will learn from and participate with students who do not have disabilities. 
4. Explain the importance of monitoring a student’s progress toward meeting his or her IEP goals and reporting that progress to parents.
As someone who only has experience working as a substitute in special education, I can see progress monitoring as an important way to make sure students are getting the support they need. Tracking progress helps teachers and the IEP team see if a student is moving toward their goals or if changes need to be made. Sharing that information with parents keeps them involved and informed about how their child is doing in school. It also helps everyone work together to support the student's learning and success. I am looking forward to implementing the wealth of knowledge I have received in my future classroom. 









