Goal 3 Reflection
CI 690- Capstone Experience
 

Indicator 1: Effectively develop curriculum and plan instruction utilizing state and national standards that critically examine the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline to make learning meaningful for students. 
During my MA program, I learned the importance of intentional instructional planning that is based on student needs rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. Through developing the Case Study, I learned how to identify specific learning goals and design instructional strategies to target them. The artifact demonstrates my ability to plan meaningful instruction by connecting algebra concepts to evidence-based practices, including precise mathematical language, visual representations, and metacognitive strategies. These approaches help students develop a deeper understanding of mathematical concepts rather than simply memorizing procedures. 
As a result of my MA program, I have become more thoughtful in my instructional planning. I now recognize the importance of selecting strategies that directly support learning objectives and student needs. In the future, I plan to continue strengthening my planning skills by incorporating additional technology tools, real-world applications, and differentiated activities that increase student engagement and understanding.
 
Indicator 2: Implementing instruction that appraises differences in learning, creates instructional opportunities adapted to diverse learners and equips students with 21st Century skills. 

Throughout my MA program, I learned that effective teaching begins with understanding that every student learns differently. The K W L Chart for Intro to Exceptional Children demonstrates my growth in understanding the diverse needs of exceptional learners and the importance of individualized support. Through this assignment, I explored topics such as disabilities served under special education, the development and implementation of IEPs, classroom management strategies, progress monitoring, and the identification of exceptional children. 

Before completing this assignment, I had a general understanding of special education, but I wanted a deeper understanding of how IEPs function, how to support diverse learners, and how to determine whether instructional practices are effective. Through research and course activities, I learned that effective instruction requires accommodations, differentiation, positive reinforcement, consistent routines, and strong relationships with students. As a result of my MA program, I have become more intentional in considering the unique strengths and needs of each learner. I now understand that successful instruction is not about delivering the same lesson to every student but about creating opportunities that allow all students to access and engage with learning. In the future, I plan to continue expanding my knowledge of evidence-based instructional practices and technology tools that promote inclusion and student independence.

Indicator 3: Examines and implements a variety of formative and summative assessments of learners and supports continuous intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development. 

Assessment is an area in which I experienced significant growth throughout my MA program. Prior to beginning the program, I viewed assessment primarily as a way to measure learning. Through my coursework, I learned that assessment is also a tool for guiding instruction, monitoring progress, and identifying student needs. The CBA Plan demonstrates this understanding by developing ongoing curriculum-based assessments to monitor student growth in fraction operations. The use of repeated probes, progress monitoring, and data-based instructional decisions reflects my understanding of formative assessment practices. 

This project showed me how assessment data can be used to make informed decisions about instruction. The plan includes specific criteria for success, regular progress monitoring, and adjustments based on student performance. Through this process, I learned that effective assessment is not simply about assigning a grade but about helping students reach their full potential. As a result of my MA program, I have become more confident in using assessment data to identify strengths, address learning gaps, and support student growth. In the future, I plan to continue exploring assessment strategies that provide meaningful feedback and promote student engagement in the learning process.
    
Reflection on the MA Program
Looking back on this MA program, I can see how much I have grown as an educator. While I already understood the importance of relationships and student support, this program helped me deepen my understanding of instructional planning, differentiation, and assessment. The artifacts included in this goal show how my ability to make intentional, student-centered decisions has developed over time. 
One of the most important lessons I learned is that effective teaching requires more than knowing the content. Students learn in different ways, and it is my responsibility to provide instruction that meets their individual needs. Through these assignments, I learned how to connect instructional strategies, assessment practices, and student supports to improve student learning and engagement. I also learned that I understand concepts best when I can apply them to real situations. The most valuable assignments were those that focused on authentic classroom scenarios and problem-solving, as they helped me see how the concepts could be applied in practice. This is something I will carry into my own teaching by providing students with meaningful learning experiences and opportunities to actively engage in learning. 
Overall, this program has increased my confidence in my ability to support diverse learners, use assessment to guide instruction, and make decisions that positively impact students. As I move forward as a special education teacher, I will continue to use what I have learned to provide instruction that is purposeful, practical, and responsive to student needs
